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•  Clinic opening highlights 

growing need for Oklahoma 
veteran mental health 
services. Page A6

•  Biden condemns retaliatory 
attacks by Israeli settlers 
against Palestinians in the 
West Bank. Page A6

sanguivorous
(adj) sang-uiv-or-ous  •  [sang-gwiv-er-uhs]

1. feeding on blood, as a bat or insect.
Example: “The surgeon skillfully removed a leech from 
the patient’s arm, a sanguivorous creature seeking a 
blood meal.” 

 — Dictionary.com

INSIDE

‘Lights on Afterschool’ day celebrated 
by Boys and Girls Club of Norman

ANDREA HANCOCK
TR ANSCRIPT STAFF WRITER

Today, the Boys and Girls Club of Norman 
celebrates “Lights on Afterschool,” an annual 
day of awareness for after-school programs 
around the country.

Lights on Afterschool is a project of the 
Afterschool Alliance, a nonprofit that pro-
vides resources to after-school programs and 
advocates for them at all levels of government. 
Across the country, over 8,000 rallies are 
hosted in recognition of Lights on Afterschool. 
The Boys and Girls Club of Norman plans to 

use the day to talk to children about what they 
enjoy about the after-school programs they’re 
involved in, and to teach them about the impor-
tance of those programs.

“We switch up our programming for the day 

Kyle Phillips | The Transcript

Aubrianan plays in the new Cox Stem Lounge after its unveiling Nov. 21, 2022, at Boys and Girls Club of Norman.

NAJIB JOBAIN, 
SAMY MAGDY 

AND LEE KEATH
ASSOCIATED PRESS

RAFAH, Gaza Strip — The 
U.N. warned Wednesday that it 
is on the verge of running out of 
fuel in the Gaza Strip, forcing it 
to sharply curtail relief efforts in 
the territory blockaded and dev-
astated by Israeli airstrikes since 

Hamas militants launched an 
attack on Israel more than two 
weeks ago.

The warning came as hospi-
tals in Gaza struggled to treat 
masses of wounded with dwin-
dling resources. Meanwhile, the 
U.N.’s top official faced back-
lash from Israel after saying the 
Hamas massacre that sparked 

UN warns Gaza blockade could 
force it to sharply cut relief 

missions as Israeli bombings rise

Palestinians 
rescue 
survivors 
of an Israeli 
airstrike 
Wednesday 
on the Gaza 
Strip in 
Rafah.

Hatem Ali | 
Associated 
Press

LISA MASCARO, 
STEPHEN GROVES, FARNOUSH 

AMIRI AND KEVIN FREKING
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA SHI NGTON — Republ i-
cans unanimously elected Rep. 
Mike Johnson as House speaker 
on Wednesday, eagerly elevating 
a deeply conservative but lesser-
known leader to the major seat of 
U.S. power and ending for now the 
weeks of political chaos in their 
majority.

Johnson, 51, of Louisiana, swept 
through on the first ballot with sup-
port from all Republicans anxious to 
put the past weeks of tumult behind 
and get on with the business of gov-
erning. He was quickly sworn into 
office, second in line to the presi-
dency.

“The people’s House is back in 
business,” Johnson declared after 
taking the gavel.

A lower-ranked member of 
the House GOP leadership team, 
Johnson emerged as the fourth 

Mike Johnson,  
is elected 

House speaker

BRIAN D. KING 
TR ANSCRIPT STAFF WRITER

World Literature Today, the 
University of Oklahoma-based 
literary magazine, awarded 
“American Born Chinese” 
author Gene Luen Yang with 
its NSK Neustadt Prize for 
Children’s and Young Adult 

Literature prize.
Yang received $35,000 for 

his work, which inspired the 
Disney+ series with the same 
name. In addition to the 2006 
“American Born Chinese,” he 
has written dozens of other 
graphic novels, including 
three continuations of Nick-
elodeon’s “Avatar: The Last 

Airbender,” “Monkey Prince” 
and “Boxers and Saints.”

Yang told visitors of the 
Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art 
that he became a comic book 
nerd when he was 5-years-old 
after his mother took him to 
a comic book shop where he 
purchased a Superman comic 
book.

“I took it home and I read 
it, and by the time I got to the 
very last page, I knew that I 
was in love,” he said.

Yang quit his job as a com-
puter engineer and became a 
high school teacher, and in his 
free time, he drew comics.

“A group of cartoonists in 
the San Francisco Bay Area, 

we got together every week at 
somebody’s house, we would 
have dinner together, they 
would sit and write and draw 
together and we would talk 
shop and look at each other’s 
work and get feedback,” he 
said.

During this period, he 
created “American Born Chi-

nese,” which he printed at 
Kinkos, now FedEx Office, 
and unsuccessfully sold at 
conventions.

In the late ‘90s, he said 
comic books were not doing 
well in the U.S., which turned 
around after the release of 

OLIVIA MCCOURRY
TR ANSCRIPT ASST. EDITOR

City Council postponed their 
discussion on replacing an Area 
Infrastructure Master Plan steering 
committee member and debate of 
overall duties of the committee and 
subcommittees involved in the proj-
ect during Tuesday’s meeting.

Councilmember Helen Grant, 
Ward 4, put forth the motion to 
move the item to the next city council 
meeting on Nov. 14, citing the need 
to take “a diplomatic route to work 
some things out.”

The proposal was approved in a 
6-2 vote, with Mayor Larry Heikkila 
and Councilmember Austin Ball, 
Ward 1, voting against.

The city had announced the AIM 
initiative in August with the goal 
to holistically look at issues such 
as water, stormwater, wastewater, 
transportation, housing and other 

City council 
postpones AIM 
discussion to 

Nov. 14 meeting

See CELEBRATE  on A2

See POSTPONE  on A3

See JOHNSON  on A3

See GAZA  on A2

Yang takes Neustadt children’s prize, tells OU community his story

See YANG  on A3
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Norman and 
area forecast
Today, mostly cloudy/ 
20% AM rain. High 
77. Wind: S 20 mph. 
Tonight, clear. Low 
65. Wind: S 10 mph.

Oklahoma forecast
Rain will move  out 
this morning with 
partial clearing into 
the afternoon with 
sunny skies and 
highs in the 70s.

National forecast
A strong cold front 
will move into The 
Northern Plains today 
and pull in arctic 
air with it. Big drop 
in temps dropping 
south during the day.

TODAY
Mostly Cloudy/20% AM rain. 
High 77, low 65. 

FRIDAY
Mostly Cloudy/20% Rain. 
High 75, low 62. 

SATURDAY
Mostly Cloudy/60% Storms. 
High 68, low 48. 

SUNDAY
Mostly Cloudy/60% Rain. 
High 42, low 35. 

MONDAY
Sunny. High 43, low 28. 
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National weather
Forecast for Thursday, October 26, 2023

Bands separate high temperature zones for the day.
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Today’s weather AccuWeather.com
Forecast for Thursday, October 26, 2023

NORMAN ALMANAC
Wednesday Today
High: 72 Sunrise: 7:44
Low: 63 Sunset: 6:43
Precip.: 0.34
For month: 4.62

Weather trivia: The last tornado report in Oklahoma came 
in June.

to just really highlight the 
kids, what they’re interested 
in and why they like being 
here,” said Whitney Dunn, 
the executive director of the 
Boys and Girls Club of Nor-
man.

In addit ion to teach-
ing its members about the 
importance of after-school 
programs, the Boys and Girls 
Club will release a video 
about their partnership with 
the Community After School 

Program (CASP) to celebrate 
the day. CASP provides indi-
vidualized tutoring plans for 
children, which Dunn says 
has helped the children to 
catch up on milestones they 
missed during the disruption 
caused by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“CASP was able to work 
with them one-on-one, and 
really get those literacy scores 
up so that they’re more suc-
cessful in the classroom, 
which is wonderful for our 
families,” Dunn said.

The video about the part-

nership between the Boys and 
Girls Club and CASP will be 
released today on the Center 
for Children and Families’ 
social media accounts (@
CCFINorman).

Dunn said this is the first 
time the Boys and Girls Club 
of Norman has participated 
in Lights on Afterschool, and 
that in the future, she hopes 
to partner with other after-
school programs to celebrate 
the event.

Dunn wa s na med an 
ambassador of the After-
school Alliance earlier this 

year. As an ambassador, she 
lobbies at the State Capitol 
and coordinates partnerships 
between after-school pro-
grams across the state. When 
she learned she had been 
named an ambassador, Dunn 
said she was both nervous 
and excited.

“It’s a little bit nerve wrack-
ing to go into a senator’s office 
and tell them why they should 
support after school funding,” 

Dunn said.
Ambassadors serve one-

year terms and meet with 
other ambassadors across the 
country every month. After 
their term is over, ambassa-
dors earn emeritus status, 
meaning that through Dunn, 
the Boys and Girls Club of 
Norman will have the After-
school Alliances’ resources 
at their disposal for years to 
come.

CELEBRATE
CONTINUED FROM A1

the fighting did not “take place 
in a vacuum.”

Health officials said the 
death toll was soaring as Israeli 
jets pounded Gaza. Workers 
pulled dead and wounded civil-
ians, including many children, 
out of landscapes of rubble in 
cities across the territory.

Gaza’s Health Ministry, 
which is controlled by Hamas, 
said more than 750 people 
were killed over the past 24 
hours. The Associated Press 
could not independently verify 
the death toll, and it was not 
known if the count included 
any militants.

The Israeli military, which 
accuses Hamas of operating 
among civilians, said its strikes 
killed militants and destroyed 
military targets. Gaza mili-
tants have fired unrelenting 
rocket barrages into Israel 
since the conflict started.

The rising death toll in 
Gaza — following a reported 
704 killed the day before — 
was unprecedented in the 
decades-long Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict. Even greater 
loss of life could come if 
Israel launches an expected 
ground offensive aimed at 
crushing Hamas, an Islamic 
militant group sworn to Israel’s 
destruction.

The Gaza Health Ministry 
says more than 6,500 Pales-
tinians have been killed in the 
war. The figure includes the 
disputed toll from an explosion 
at a hospital last week.

The fighting has killed more 
than 1,400 people in Israel 
— mostly civilians slain dur-
ing the initial Hamas attack, 
according to the Israeli govern-
ment. Hamas also holds some 
222 hostages in Gaza.

The warning by the U.N. 
agency for Palestinian refu-
gees, UNRWA, over depleting 
fuel supplies raised alarm that 
the humanitarian crisis could 
quickly worsen.

Gaza’s population has been 
running out of food, water 
and medicine, too, under Isra-
el’s seal. About 1.4 million of 
Gaza’s 2.3 million residents 
have f led their homes, with 
nearly half of them crowded 
into U.N. shelters.

In recent days, Israel let a 
small number of trucks with 
aid enter from Egypt but 
barred deliveries of fuel — 
needed to power generators 
— saying it believes Hamas 
will take it.

UNRWA has been sharing its 
own fuel supplies so that trucks 
can distribute aid, bakeries 
can feed people in shelters, 
water can be desalinated, and 
hospitals can keep incubators, 
life support machines and 
other vital equipment working.

If it continues doing all 
of that, fuel will run out by 
Thursday, so the agency is 
deciding how to ration its sup-
ply, UNRWA spokeswoman 
Tamara Alrifai told The Asso-
ciated Press.

“Do we give for the incuba-
tors or the bakeries? Do we 
bump clean water or do we 
send trucks to the borders?” 
she said. “It is an excruciating 
decision.”

More than half of Gaza’s pri-
mary health care facilities and 
roughly a third of its hospitals 
have stopped functioning, the 
World Health Organization 
said.

At Gaza City’s al-Shifa Hos-
pital, the lack of medicine and 
clean water have led to “alarm-
ing” infection rates, the group 
Doctors Without Borders 
said. Amputations are often 
required to prevent infec-
tion from spreading in the 
wounded, it said.

GAZA
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