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verdure  •  (n) ver-dure  •  [vur-jer]
1. agreen vegetation, especially grass or herbage..
Example: “Walking through the park, I couldn’t help but 
admire the lush verdure that adorned every corner.” 

 — Dictionary.com
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CCFI to offer more services 
following upstairs renovation

BRIAN D. KING 
TR ANSCRIPT STAFF WRITER

The Center for Children and 
Families, which houses the 
Boys and Girls Club of Nor-
man, welcomed the public to 
the open house for its newly 
refurbished upstairs.

Previously, the second floor 
served as unfinished storage, 
but growing need necessi-
tated the half a million dollar 
investment.

Melissa Klink, CCFI CEO, 
said the organization has 
occupied the space at 210 S. 
Cockrel Ave. since 2014.

The city of Norman allo-

cated $215,000 in ARPA 
funds for the project. The dif-
ference consisted of private 
donors. Klink said she is still 
tabulating the final costs, but 
it will run between $450,000 
to half a million dollars.

“In 2014, we simply didn’t 
need the space yet, so we left 
it to be finished,” Klink said. 
“Over the last few years, we’ve 
had so much growth in the 
amount of people needing ser-
vices that we’ve had to expand 
staffing.”

The organization moved its 
three staff offices and nine 

A new playroom is shown at CCFI in Norman.

BRIAN D. KING 
TR ANSCRIPT STAFF WRITER

Filmmaker and University of Oklahoma 
alumnus Sterlin Harjo visited his alma mater 
Thursday night to air the season three finale 
of “Reservation Dogs” and field questions from 
attendees, including film and media students.

Harjo said at least, he’s almost an OU alum.
He dropped out before he could graduate to 

take advantage of filmmaking opportunities.
The event took place at the Gaylord Hall 

Auditorium.
Andy Horton, Jeanne H. Smith emeritus 

professor of film and video studies, taught 
Harjo two decades ago, and he said his appear-
ance gave students an opportunity to meet 
with someone who has made it big.

“It’s, well, wonderful on all levels,” Horton 
said. “It means so much. He told our students 
to take chances. He said, ‘I wanted to tell my 
own stories as a Native American.’”

“Reservation Dogs” was created by Harjo 
and “Thor: Ragnarok” director Taika Waititi 
and was produced by FX Productions and pre-
miered on Hulu.

It broke ground by featuring a team of all 
Indigenous writers and directors and won 
numerous accolades from the American Film 
Institute, Peabody Awards, Independent Spirit 
Awards and Gotham Awards. The series has 
been nominated by the Golden Globe Awards, 
Writers Guild of America Awards, Critics’ 
Choice Awards, among others.

‘Reservation Dogs’ creator visits OU

Brian D. King | The Transcript 

Attendees watched the season three fi nale Thursday of “Reservation Dogs” with 
creator Sterlin Harjo at the Gaylord Hall Auditorium.See CREATOR  on A2

Subscribers can fi nd a complimentary copy of the 
Holiday edition of Norman Magazine.
Copies can also be found throughout town or online at 
normantranscript.com.
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The Norman Christmas 
Holiday Parade, sponsored 
by Oklahoma Electric Coop-
erative, will travel through 
Historic downtown for 
its annual event, themed 
“Ready, Set, Glow,” starting 
at 6 p.m. Dec. 2.

The volunteer parade 
committee has selected the 
2023 grand marshal to be 
the Dale K. Graham Veter-
ans Foundation.

The foundation, based in 
Norman, has assisted more 
than 30,000 veterans and 
their families, spanning all 
77 counties in Oklahoma, 
all 50 states and many for-
eign countries.

“The committee has been 
touched by the mission of 
the Dale K. Graham Vet-
erans Foundation and we 
are delighted to have them 
agree to serve as grand 

Entry deadline for Dec. 2 event is Nov. 22

See ENTRY  on A3

Photos by Kyle Phillips | The Transcript

CCFI CEO Melissa Klink, left, and Board President Sarah Jensen-Schettler, right, cut the ribbon during a ceremony to 
show off the new remodel Thursday at CCFI. 

See CCFI  on A3

Dale K. Graham Veterans 
Foundation named grand 

marshal for Norman 
Christmas Parade
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DIANE JEANTET 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

RIO DE JANEIRO — Taylor 
Swift postponed an Eras Tour 
concert in Rio de Janeiro Sat-
urday after a 23-year-old fan 
died during her Friday night 
show, according to a message 
posted on the singer’s Insta-
gram.

“I’m writing this from my 
dressing room in the stadium. 
The decision has been made 
to postpone tonight’s show 
due to the extreme tempera-
tures in Rio,” the singer said 
in a handwritten note on Ins-
tagram. “The safety and well 
being of my fans, fellow per-
formers, and crew has to and 
always will come first.”

The cause of death for Ana 
Clara Benevides Machado, 
the young woman who sought 
medical attention at Nilton 
Santos Olympic Stadium dur-
ing Friday’s show, has not yet 
been announced. 

The office of Rio’s public 
prosecutor opened a crimi-
nal investigation and said 
Benevides’ body was being 
examined.

Benevides’ death shook 
many people in Brazil. She 
had taken her first flight ever 
to travel from the country’s 
center-west region to Rio to 
see her favorite musician. 
She also created a WhatsApp 
group to keep her family 
updated, sending photos and 
videos every step of the way, 
family members told online 
news site G1.

Fans and politicians reacted 
to her death with outrage, 
speculating it was linked to 
extreme heat.

Concertgoers complained 
they were not allowed to take 
water into the stadium despite 
the stifling weather. 

As temperatures continued 
to rise Saturday and with two 
more shows to go at the time, 
federal authorities announced 
that free water would now be 
made available at concerts and 
other large events.

One of Benevides’ friends, 
who also went to the concert, 
told local outlets they had 
both been given water while 
waiting to enter the stadium.

In a previous statement 
shared on her social media 
Saturday morning, Swift said 
she had a “shattered heart.”

“There’s very little infor-
mation I have other than the 

fact that she was so incredibly 
beautiful and far too young,” 
the singer wrote of the young 
woman.

The show’s organizer, Time-
4Fun, said on Instagram that 
paramedics attended to Ben-
evides after she reported 
feeling unwell. She was taken 
to a first-aid center and then 
to a hospital, where she died 
an hour later, the statement 
from the Brazilian live enter-
tainment company said.

Fans who attended the Fri-
day show said they were not 
allowed to bring water bottles 
into the stadium even though 
Rio and most of Brazil have 
had record-breaking tem-
peratures this week amid a 
dangerous and lasting heat 
wave. The daytime high in Rio 
on Friday was 39.1 degrees 
Celsius (102.4 degrees Fahr-
enheit), but it felt much hotter.

Apparent temperature — a 
combination of temperature 
and humidity — hit 59 C (138 
F) Friday morning in Rio, the 
highest index ever recorded 
there.

Elizabeth Morin, 26, who 
recently moved to Rio from 
L os A ngeles,  descr ibed 
“sauna-like” conditions inside 
the stadium.

“It was extremely hot. My 
hair got so wet from sweat as 
soon as I came in,” she said. 
“There was a point at which I 
had to check my breathing to 
make sure I wasn’t going to 
pass out.”

Morin said she drank plenty 
of water but saw “a good 
amount of people looking dis-
tressed” and others “yelling 
for water.” 

She said she was able to get 
water from the sidelines of the 
area she was standing in, but 
that water was a lot harder to 
access from other parts of the 
stadium, “especially if you 
were concerned about losing 
your specific position.”

During the show, Swift 
paused her performance and 
asked from the stage for water 
to be brought to a group of 
people who had successfully 
caught the singer’s attention, 
according to Morin.

“They were holding up 
their phones saying ‘We need 
water,’” she recalled.

Two other concertgoers 
interviewed by The Associ-
ated Press said they witnessed 
people feeling unwell from the 
heat during the show.

Taylor Swift postpones 
Rio de Janeiro show, citing 
record heat a day after fan 

dies during concert

Associated Press

Street vendors sell bottled water to Taylor Swift fans 
amid a heat wave Saturday before her Eras Tour concert 
outside the Nilton Santos Olympic stadium in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. A 23-year-old Taylor Swift fan died at the 
singer’s Eras Tour concert in Rio de Janeiro on Friday 
night, according to a statement from the show’s organizers 
in Brazil.

ALI SWENSON AND 
MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The man who bludgeoned 
former House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi’s husband with a ham-
mer last year consumed a 
steady diet of right-wing 
conspiracy theories before 
an attack that took place with 
the midterm elections less 
than two weeks away.

As the 2024 presidential 
campaign heats up, experts 
on extremism fear the threat 
of politically motivated vio-
lence will intensify. From 
“Pizzagate” to QAnon and 
to “Stop the Steal,” conspir-
acy theories that demonized 
Donald Trump’s enemies 
are morphing and spreading 
as the front-runner for the 
2024 Republican nomina-
tion aims for a return to the 
White House.

“No longer are these con-
spiracy theories and very 
divisive and vicious ideolo-
gies separated at the fringes,” 
said Jacob Ware, a research 
fellow at the Council on For-
eign Relations who focuses on 
domestic terrorism. “They’re 
now infiltrating American 
society on a massive scale.”

A federal jury on Thurs-
day convicted David DePape 
of attacking Paul Pelosi at 
his San Francisco home on 
Oct. 28, 2022. Before the 
verdict, DePape testified 
that he had intended to hold 
Nancy Pelosi hostage and 
“break her kneecaps” if the 
Democratic lawmaker lied to 
him while he questioned her 
about what he viewed as gov-
ernment corruption. She was 
in Washington at the time of 
the assault.

In online rants before 
the attack, DePape echoed 
tenets of QAnon, a pro-
Trump conspiracy theory 
that has been linked to kill-
ings and other crimes. A core 
belief for QAnon adherents 
is that Trump has tried to 
expose a Satan-worshipping, 
child sex trafficking cabal of 
prominent Democrats and 
Hollywood elites.

Trump has amplified social 
media accounts that promote 
QAnon, which grew from 
the far-right fringes of the 
internet to become a fixture 
of mainstream Republican 
politics.

Many rioters who stormed 
the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, 
espoused QAnon’s apoca-
lyptic beliefs online before 
traveling to the nation’s capi-
tal for Trump’s “Stop the 
Steal” rally that day. A mes-
sage board formerly known as 
TheDonald.win was buzzing 
with plans for violence days 
before the siege.

Before QA non,  ma ny 
Trump supporters embraced 
the debunked “Pizzagate” 
conspiracy theory that promi-
nent Democrats were running 
a child sex trafficking ring out 
of a Washington pizzeria’s 
(nonexistent) basement. 

In 2017, a North Carolina 
man was sentenced to prison 
for firing a rifle inside the res-

taurant.
In his 2024 campaign, 

Trump has ramped up his 
combative rhetoric with talk 
of retribution against his 
enemies. He recently joked 
about the hammer attack on 
Paul Pelosi and suggested 
that retired Gen. Mark Milley, 
a former Joint Chiefs of Staff 
chairman, should be executed 
for treason.

Threats against lawmakers 
and election officials are ram-
pant, with targets spanning 
the nation’s political divide: A 
California man awaits trial on 
charges that he plotted to kill 
Supreme Court Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh, a Trump nomi-
nee, at his Maryland home.

Trump’s loss to Democrat 
Joe Biden in the 2020 elec-
tion did not end the spread of 
QAnon-influenced conspir-
acy theories or its unrealized 
prophecies. The leaderless 
movement’s ever-changing 
ideology often adopts beliefs 
from other conspiracy theo-
ries.

“It’s been really good at 
evolving with the times and 
current events,” said Shee-
han Kane, data collection 
manager for the University of 
Maryland-based Consortium 
for the Study of Terrorism 
and Responses to Terrorism, 
or START.

In a 2021 article, Kane and 
START senior researcher 
Michael Jensen examined 
QA non-inspired cr imes 
committed by 125 adherents 
since the conspiracy the-
ory originated on the 4chan 
imageboard in 2017. They 
found that more “extremist 
offenders” were connected 
to QAnon than any other 
extremist group or movement 
in the United States.

“In 2020, millions of people 
were radicalized on behalf of 
this conspiracy theory. It’s 
really hard to tell who is going 
to mobilize on behalf of a con-
spiracy theory,” Kane said.

DePape, the Paul Pelosi 
attacker, testified that his 
interest in right-wing con-
spiracy theories started 
with GamerGate, an online 

harassment campaign against 
feminists in the video game 
industr y.  Beg inning in 
2014, misogynistic gamers 
terrorized female game devel-
opers and other women in the 
industry with rape and death 
threats.

Brianna Wu, one of Gamer-
Gate’s original targets, said 
she wasn’t surprised to hear 
it linked to a politically moti-
vated attack nearly a decade 
later. Wu said GamerGate 
emerged from the same 
online recesses that spawned 
far-right conspiracy theories 
such as Pizzagate and QAnon.

“This is a pattern of radi-
calization that we’re seeing 
over and over and over in 
every single bit of politics,” 
Wu said. “This is not a right-
versus-left issue. This is a 
radicalization issue that is 
happening online. We need a 
policy response.”

DePape testified that he 
went to Nancy Pelosi’s home 
with plans to interrogate her 
about Russian interference in 
the 2016 election. 

He said he intended to wear 
an inf latable unicorn cos-
tume while recording it and 
then upload the video to the 
internet.

DePape al legedly told 
authorities that his other tar-
gets included a women’s and 
queer studies professor at 
the University of Michigan. 
He told jurors that he heard 
about the professor while 
listening to a conservative 
commentator.

DePape’s spiral into con-
spiracy theories is a textbook 
tale of radicalization, accord-
ing to experts on extremism 
who say that the mainstream-
ing of false, bigoted and 
harmful ideas on radio shows, 
cable news, social media web-
sites and other public online 
forums has made them far 
more accessible.

The problem is exacerbated 
by lax content moderation on 
social media and a growing 
“conspiracy-creating cot-
tage industry” looking to use 
extreme rhetoric to cash in 
or widen their audience, said 

American University profes-
sor Brian Hughes, associate 
director of the Polarization 
and Extremism Research and 
Innovation Lab.

“Some of the people in that 
wide audience are going to be 
people like DePape, who are 
intentionally going to com-
mit an act of violence based 
on this false and harmful 
information that they’ve been 
served,” Hughes said.

Conspiracy theories are 
alluring by design, driving 
some who are susceptible to 
them to completely immerse 
themselves, said Amarnath 
Amarasingam, an extrem-
ism researcher and professor 
at Queen’s University in Can-
ada. DePape testified that 
before the attack, he fre-
quently played video games 
for hours on end while listen-
ing to political podcasts.

Repeatedly hearing that the 
political opponents or govern-
ment leaders are responsible 
for evil acts give believers a 
scapegoat for their troubles 
and a “moral mission” to do 
something about it, Amaras-
ingam said.

American election years 
are often characterized by 
violence, said Ware, of the 
Council on Foreign Rela-
tions, whether it’s hate crimes 
in response to a particular 
candidate’s identity or vio-
lent reactions to unfavorable 
results. “So we should abso-
lutely expect such incidents in 
2024,” he said.

Trump’s return to the ballot 
next year, as well as his cur-
rent legal battles, are sure to 
amplify politicized rhetoric 
and could drive more extrem-
ist violence, experts said.

“Donald Trump has a knack 
for tacitly endorsing violence 
without saying anything 
that’s really a clear endorse-
ment of it, necessarily,” 
Hughes said.

To combat potential vio-
lence, Americans should try 
to turn down the temperature 
of political rhetoric and look 
out for loved ones who may be 
spiraling down a path toward 
radicalization, experts said.

Fears of political violence are 
growing as campaign heats up

Associated Press

Demonstrators rally outside the U.S. Capitol building Thursday on the one-year 
anniversary of the attack on the U.S. Capitol. As the campaign heats up, experts on 
extremism fear the threat of politically motivated violence will only intensify.
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marshals,” 2023 Norman 
Christmas Holiday Parade 
Chair Mark Krittenbrink said. 
“We are excited to again pres-
ent this annual parade and 
kick off the holiday season 
under lights on Main Street.”

Past grand marshals have 
included Dewey Selmon in 
2022; Sherri Coale, Patty 
Gasso, Andy Rieger and Joe 
Siano more recently.

The parade’s lineup will be 
limited to the first 60 qualify-
ing applicants. 

R e g i s t r at ion  i s  op en 
through noon Nov. 22 at 

normanchristmasparade.com.
From 3-7 p.m. before the 

parade, the Norman Kiwanis 
Club will be hosting its annual 
pancake event at the Norman 
High School cafeteria.

“We hope that people will 
come out to eat pancakes and 
support the Kiwanis, whether 
they are getting their parade 
entry ready in the parking lot 
or before they stake out their 
place along the route to see the 
parade,” Krittenbrink said.

The Norman Christmas 
Holiday Parade is presented 
annually by a volunteer com-
mittee. 

Find out more at Norman 
Christmas Parade.
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cubicles upstairs, which has 
freed up space for services 
downstairs.

“We are able to offer more 
services on site,” Klink said. 
“We were able to add addi-
tional staff, including one 
extra therapist in our coun-
seling program, which is 
desperately needed. The 
amount of childhood trauma 
that has been seen in the last 
few years has increased in 
intensity, severity, and vol-
ume, so our waiting list was 
getting really high.”

Sarah Jensen-Schettler, 
CCFI board president, said 
this move allows the organi-
zation to serve more people.

“We continue to see that 
the need for services is grow-

ing and ever growing, and the 
opportunity to expand with 
this additional upstairs space 
allows us to do more for the 
community by fulfilling our 
mission, which is to empower 
youth and strengthen fami-
lies,” Jensen-Schettler said.

She said the upstairs turned 
out beautifully.

“The space used to just be 
a big open space, it was just 
storage,” she said. “You can 
see a lot of the children that 
we serve throughout the 
walls represented through 
artwork.”

She said the Boys and Girls 
Club serves an essential need 
in the community, not just as 
a space where children can 
hang out after school, but 
where they can meet their 
physical, mental, and emo-
tional health needs.

“What’s really powerful 

about our Boys and Girls club 
is you’re seeing and growing 
participation of those middle 
school children,” she said. 
“They have a place here where 
they can come and get home-
work help and a meal.”

She said the renovations 
will also help parents as 
they can use the center as a 
one-stop shot for counseling 
services.

“What takes this organiza-
tion to the next level is how 
families can receive those 
wraparound services here,” 
she said. “If they need coun-
seling services, if they’ve been 
exposed to trauma, if their 
family needs some additional 
resource or case management, 
that can all be encompassed 
within one building. And 
that’s a challenge for people 
to have to go multiple places 
and answer the same ques-

tions multiple times.”
Rep. Jared Deck, D-Nor-

man, attended the open house 
and said he looks forward to 
the expansion of CCFI ser-
vices.

“This will allow CCFI to 
continue to serve by offer-
ing additional services to 
students and families in our 
community,” Deck said. “I’ve 
had the opportunity and the 
privilege of touring this facil-
ity before the addition was 
made, while the addition was 
being made and now to see it 
come to completion. I know 
that the families and the kids 
in our community will be 
greatly served by the staff and 
the volunteers here at CCFI.”

Brian King covers education 
and politics for The Transcript. 
Reach him at bking@
normantranscript.com.

CCFI
CONTINUED FROM A1
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